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Exploring attentional effect of image position on news reading

from eye-tracking method

Department of Mass Communication, Chinese Culture University
Da-Lun Tang / Assistant Professor
Department of Information Communication, Chinese Culture University

Sian-Jhih Jhuang / Graduate Student

Abstract

Both image and text are key components for any media type, especially for news. This study
manipulated the left-right symmetrical layout between image and text of the same news to
investigate the changes of the oculomotor characteristics, such as average fixation time and total
fixation numbers. Results showed that there were no difference between left text and right text
under intensive reading condition. But, there were more fixation numbers significantly on left
image than right image. Furthermore, there were more average fixation time on right image than
left image. These results implied that left image may attract more sights, because intensive
reading process induced the left-oriented oculomotor tendency.

Keywords: Eye tracking ~ fixation time ~ layout
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