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Estimating the ecological value of golf coursethrough vegetation survey

Abstract
Golf courseis one of the most expanding human managed landscapes in the world. However, the
use of pesticides, the impact on water and soil quality, irrigation water usage, loss of habitat and
wildlife species are often cited as public concerns about the golf industry. Using the personal computer,



satellite position systems, geographic information system (GIS) is one of the best approaches to
estimate the impact of landscape change. This study analyses the vegetation changes before and after
the golf course has been established. From the results we found that the area of forest in case golf
course was significantly decreased. That means large amount of the habitat and wildlife food sources
are lost. The vegetation types around the golf course are the other human cultured landscape such as
orchard and rice field. However, native vegetations still cover most of the land. In order for improving
the ecological sound of the golf course, the buffer strips needs to be set surrounding the green areas.

The connectivity of fragmented patches through corridor design method must to be developed in most
golf courses.

Keywords: Golf course, Habitat, GIS, Vegetation change
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